CHAPTER VIII

THE CLOSE OF RICHELIEU'S CAREER
1638-1642

ONLY Richelieu's indomitable energy enabled
him to bear the anxiety of a great and pro-
tracted war in addition to his other labours,
and amid the perils by which he was environed.
He was not only prime minister, but minister of
war, of the navy, and of foreign affairs.    And all
these duties he undertook when a great war was
waging, when taxation was burdensome and discon-
tent was rife,

He gave ajtt_entjo_njto every_detail of military
operations* We find his directions concerning the
furnishing of supplies, the character of the food, and
matters that would now be the affair of the quar-
termaster or the commissary-general, There are
also plans of battles drawn by him, with the arrange-
ment of the troops, the order in which they should
march, the distances at which they should be placed,
'* Between the advance-guard and the line of battle,"
.he writes, "there should be three hundred feet;
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